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Hi there, Ultroverts. Diane Botta and Steve 
Lowry monned (a pun! At least, in Mantra, it’s 
| pun!) this column for the first few issues, but 
| now I'm taking the bull by the tail and facing 
| the situation myself (to quote Groucho Marx). 
| This is a prety cool time for Mantra, os this 
|issue begins a six:part storyline we call “The 
Archimage Quest!” Mantra is determined to 
free Archimage from Boneyard's dungeons, or | 
die trying! Will Mantra live as a mon, or die as | 
la woman? Sit tight, and find out! 
As Mantra’s creator, I’ve always read every 
one of your letters, and I’m looking forward to 
| getting back to writing the leffer columns 
mysell. All Mantro-elated correspondence is 
|welcomed here, but especially those letters 
| which are typewritten or neatly printed. | 
(Mantra's eyes are cobalt blue— mine are | 
bloodshot red.) So let’s go. .. 
en = — fs 
The first six issues of Mantra pleased me 
because there was oe femole character 
taking care of herself. I's 
represents the idea that it takes a man’s soul or 
consciousness fo moke:such a woman. {'m writing 
ag to the situations and ediforials in issue, 
#1. Pf fi 
Because | was impressed with the gender 
conscious | of Lukasz, a “mon” frying 10 io 
iculties many women face” 
everyday (sexual harassment, singleparenting), | 
wos disgusted watching the story plunge into 
losing stereotypes of c woman as a viciim fo be 
rescued and an “ultra-powered” womb used in the 
nem of an evil monster. Face it, women do 
a helluva lot more in this world than sit around 
waiting to be saved or 
being sexual objects 


CB ef Andrew Pepoy 
? Cw Phipps/Pepoy 


for disgusting creeps. 

And os for “kos responding in the letters 
column: Insulting, sexist and pointless. Mr, Atwood 
of Phoenix raised a very good point about the sexy- 

in comic books. However, 

rough the use of Lukasz, the editor blows off 

Atwood’s comments, and | would suspect others os 
“jealousy”. Simply becouse our society portrays 
women as sex objects through magazines, 
commercials, ond t.v. shows, doesn’t make 
gorgeous, save-me comic book characters 
acceptable; it makes them bimbos without the 
depth of character real women possess. Take a 


stand against sexism, don’t brush it off os “the woy jf 


things are”. 

| truly enjoy this fitle ond hope that last issue 
wos only a momentary lapse of creativity ond 
consideration of diversity which the Ultraverse line 


Lukasz did not write the response you objected to, 
a did MWB or editor Ulm. We're not sure who did 


_ (though we've narowed it down to either Boneyard 
“or the. Pupp oh a @ wing ts wha would 


certoinly not slough off an issue like that with the 
excuse of “jealousy”. All letter column responses 
will be carefully monitored from now on to make 
sure they come from either Mike Bor himself or 
Hin heel (Or is that himself?) Mantra causes 
lots of what Daffy Duck once called “pronoun 
trouble”. 

On Mantra as helpless victim: Potential victim 
sure. Mantra had been captured and drugged, and 


BEGINNING A NEW FEATURE: ASK MANTRA! 
Of course, the Ultraverse’s exclusive “Ask Diane” feature every month 
in the Uttrafiles has become one of our most popular columns. So, I'm 
thinking, ny not do our version of it every month here in “Mantra’s 
BE Mail”? In this space, the Ultraverse’s Golden Sorceress will personally 
B) answer your questions every month! Just include your questions fo 
AA, Mantra in your usual Montra fan letters. Let’s kick off our new 
Y{° department with a query from Steve Bowen of Newark, CA: 


Dear Mantra: 


What happens to the souls of the bodies you take over? 


Dear Steve: 
| think that question wos pre 


much answered for both of us in Mantra #6, where | found out — to 


my horror — that all the souls of the bodies I'd taken over throughout the centuries were stil living in my 
head. Fortunately, | was saved by that mysterious woman. She rune fo me again in a dream the 


other night. Eventually, ! hope 


identifies herself. I'd like to 


ite that answers your question, Steve, but in the future, please call me “Lukasz. " 
-lukasz 


as 
PS.: “The Ultraverse’s Golden Sorceress”? You're asking for it, Barr... 


Mike W. Barr 
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Lane Editor 


was in no shape to physically fight Doc Gross. Even 
at her best, Mantra is no match for Doc Gross in 
terms of sheer muscle power. But you'll notice that 
though Prime did rescue Mantra, he was led to her 
side by a strategy devised by Mantra herself! 
Mantra had the brains to develop this scheme in 
very litte time, even though drugged, ond trusted in 
her friendship with Prime for him to pick up on it 
and follow through. There's always someone 
stronger out there, but there’s not necessarily 
someone smarter. As to the “glaring stereotype of a 
woman...as ulra-powertul womb used for 
reproduction of an evil on evil monster...” | 
maintain that’s totally in the character for Doc 
Gross, who thinks Mantra is another of his 
experiments, like Prime, Mantra will have 
pep with Doc. ce g “ae A wth she'll 
give him a piece of her mind—and, J 
about three feet of the Sword of Fangs, point first 
let us know what you think. 

— MWB (o native Akronite my own 
sel—hove a large Chicken dinner at Belgrade’s for 


me!) 

By the way, don’t be shy about commenting on 
Ultraverse Premiere #2, which is piggy-backed on 
this very issue! If anyone wants to see Elven meet 
the Ultraverse’s premiere heroine, give us a Roller! 
(Or better still, drop us a line. You know how 
sensitive our nerves are!) 


Hope you enjoyed this as much as | did (and 1 
think all of us enjoyed it more than Mantra!). 
Thanks for waiting and for buying, and thanks 
especially for reading! 


Next Issue: Don’t ask how Mantra will defeat | 
the three wives of Boneyard, ask ifshe will! 
Some backstory on Mantra’s golden armor, more 
on that mysterious spirit and a different costume 
for Malibu’s most magical maiden! (You didn’t 
think she was gonna run around nekkid os a 


jaybird all issue, did you? This ts a family 
comic!) Plus: Mantra cooks for the kids! And 


'you thought Boneyard was dangerous! It’s all in 
the second chapter of “The Archimage Quest”: 
“Mantra: The First Generation! ” 

-Mike W. Bart 

MANTRA: It’s the Best From the ‘Verse! | 

“Malibu’s most magical maiden”? You really | 
wont to die, don’t you, Barr? And I'd better not 
run around naked all issue! 
— lukosz 


Floods, Fire, Earthquake 
and now a new Malibu office: 
the trauma here in the land of 
bikini wax and Sushi Pizza never 
stops! The new offices are great: Plenty 
of room, new desks, the Malibu 
Interactive guys are just down the hall, 
and best of all, I don’t have to sit in 
Editorial Assistant Phil Crain’s lap to make 
a phone call anymore! (We were just slightly 
crowded in the old building!) 
I’ll miss you too, Phil! 
As I tape my Mr. Bill action figure in its 
appointed place on the side of my Macintosh 
and staple my rubber chicken to the shelves above 
my desk, I think seriously about UltraFiles. The 
deadline is approaching, the sun is sinking below the 
horizon and I only have a few short hours to put this 
month’s column to rest. To fail to put pen to paper 
now risks the fatal wrath of Senior Editor Dan Danko. 
A man—nay, a creature—with printer’s ink instead 
of blood and a timepiece for a heart! 
=> But what to write about? The pressure is 
getting to me! I’m blocked! Maybe I could write 
about the Ultraverse Founder’s Conference on the 
lovely (if small) island of Catalina, just off the 
coast to California. I could write about the 


exploration of an alien realm millions of times 

the size of the Earth, the origin of the living 
computer GENIE, the unlikely connection that 
links Prime to Sludge, the return of a 

character that was dead the first time you 

saw him (hint hint!) and the birth of a very 

unlikely supergroup founded by—Prime? 

(UltraForce #0 begins in the June issue of 
Wizard: don’t you dare miss it!) 

Or I could urge you to check out 
what’s happening this month: the debut 
of Rogue Prime, a new look for Mantra, 

Hardcase returns to Groom Lake, Lord 
Pumpkin offers to put Sludge out of 
his misery—if the monster will do one 
small task first! The most powerful 
character in the Ultraverse is born 
(check out Rune for the story!), a 
new Prototype appears on the 
scene, The Strangers find 
themselves stranded on an alien 
realm, Wrath discovers the Freex, 
and The Night Man goes head to 


Chris Ulm caricature by Patrick Owsley 
hw Caricature coloring by Debra Pierson. 
» 


7 we =r if 


head—with a werewolf! The 


Solution NO el ROM SUITING UP TO 10 TOUCHDOWN— JOIN THE 
'm not finished! FROM SUITING UP TO LIFT-OFF TO TOUCHDOWN—. 
ing an fun a few more— U.S. ASTRONAUTS ON THEIR HISTORIC SPACE ADVENTURE 


Sorry, Chris, but they're 
towing your car from the lot. If 
you run you should be able to 


catch them! 


That should buy me a few : 
minutes. I’ve got one word to . oBTH 
say...just one: Warstrike! That's wf ANNIVERSARY 
right, he’s finally got his own ; : Im EDITION 
monthly comic and it's the : , 
greatest thing since sliced bread! 
The first issue is out in May 


and-- 
Dan! There’s no tow truck! 


Daaaaaaaaan! 


Not Just Novels, But He Writes Those, Too! 


Steve Englehart, the talented writer behind The Stranger 
The Night Man has chronicled the the day-to-day events 
————_—_— s] first moon flight. Scheduled to be in book stores in May of 19 

Who is this intimidating fellow? this non-fiction novel is the perfect way to relive that histor 
He’s Hellion, that’s who! Check event or learn about it for the first time. Loaded with photos 
out Wrath #1 and #2 to see him in facts, it’s a must-have for any fans of Steve Englehart a 
action! It’s awesome! . 
Hellion is created by Eric Dinehart and David Ammerman. 
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John or master lanceman Eric, pursue your bloodstained 
across ae chasing the latest, evilest incarnation of horror, 
ess Bartley. Shudder at 6 stages of shocking new graphic sights 
Sunde from your worst nightmare. Skele-dragons, spear thrusting 
Olaurs, grotesque giants and ghastly creatures are dying to slay you 
grucsome allacks and strange powers. So take up your sacred 
ns and begin. Just remember that you already have 
one foot in the grave. 
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On a recent visit to the Malibu that a 
offices, Kara Lamb cornered Len teen-age girl, who is 
Strazewski at the infamous “Malibu _ actually a battered child, would 
Picnic Table of Doom” and asked him take on these concerns when she 

a few questions about his newest becomes her own version of an ultra- 
character in the Ultraverse, Elven, hero. 

who is connected fo Prime, which just 


so happens to be co-written by Lamb: What directions do you hope 
Strazewski. Elven was designed by _o take Elven in, or in what directions 
Prime artist Norm Breyfogle. do you think she will fake you? 


Strazewski:\f there is a chance to 
Kara Lamb: Who is Elven? do more Elven-storiés, I'd like to 
She is the female —_furthér explore more of the issues | 

counter-oart to Prime. But unlike dust mentioned: violence, sexual 
Prime who is motivated by ultra- arassment, etc. Violence in general 
haroes, Elven is motivated by J) will be addressed. Elvia’is'a battered 
vantasy, That means that while Prime |) child and the story of Elven is. going <a 
root's Hardease comics, Elven reads {=o be the story of what violence car fae aaa 
vomtasy books, like those by J.R.R. | do to a young person ‘ir today’s 
‘aien. The bodies that both society, But I'd also 


~oncaers develop when the >> like to use Elven — 
i 2. to exp) 
z more to explore 
=a \ y AG. < 
a) e aye 


oom into ultra- tS 
ves rellect their = 
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inst. Elvia Swenson, ws a 
ac! sormal parents, er’ )).) . 
velop: @ bedy that reflects her origins 2g, ail a 
esiré to he 4 Wastior Princess, an Ff) of Prime andthe “=< 


Min Queen, (| Ultraverse,Both 


f 
J ‘fe 
\ }) teens are/victims of Dot Gross 
omib: Whar is the significance of and his / ll 


yen? | “experiments so they 

Elven alerts readers to | have'‘wcommon = 

ve ‘oc that there are more Prime- [) bond, a kinship 
ce coaracters in the Ultraverse. She |) basically. 


bu? one of the first to be revealed. 
C4 ) Lowe 
AS What will 


ore ‘mportantly, however, she is 
= Elven’s impact be on 


A, 
— 
= 


coing te reflect the growing concern 
obout domestic violence and the 
treatment of women in society. Her 
story is acing to make a conscious 


effort 49 deal with issues the Ultraverse? On 
ayes. female concerns. Prime? 
Hot only does it give the book : kis Her appearance will 


a unique look, | also think it’s 
about lime a comic took on this side 
o' the story. Plus, it’s only natural 


teach Prime his origins, his potential 
and give him hope. Her existence will 
| teach him that he is not alone. 


TURICE SHE 
¥ WAS STRUCK AND 
SHE WILL STRIKE OGAIN/ 
TO AVENGE ALL WOMEN 
ANO HONOR THE 
SACREDMOTHER,’ 
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\ 
= “fy NO LESS VITAL / THE SACRED 
MOTHER 


\ 
: \ 
ANN 


COP, 


WE'RE BACK WITH REVEREND > ] 
ANTON DELACROIX, HIGH PRIEST I jf WELL, WHOEVER OR 
OF “ME CHURCH OF THE WICCA, peewee | WHATEVER IT was, tr 
; BEAT “THOSE JERKS 
WITHIN AN INCH OF 
THEIR Lives’ _4 


ie HAVE PRAYED r 
Vi\io( FOR HER HELP-pND A y. 
yh SHE HAS 4 <o—A Yr 

SS 


i, Ds RESPONDED i S| d 


12 ee hrm 
ws hel BP ome now ces ae 


DESERVED’ ALL > 

PESERVED/ “He \ 

-EMBLE PRINCIPLE / 
iS SACRED’ = / 


BASED ON DESCRIPTIONS 
4 FROM HER VICTIMS, 
HERE I6 WHAT THE 
FEMALE AVENGER 
LOOKS 


THE FACE... OF THE 
DAUGHT Bea” THE 


| AND 1 SUPPOSE “Yf 
\|( THAT IS Wiv Af 
\ MAN MEADS YouR Ui 
CHURCH, BH, REV- WW 
~~~, —~EREND? * 
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ELVIA,’ YouR, ys 
MOTHER WAS LOOKING oly 


( For You, Sue Has |B VA 
\ "SCOD NEWS / ROW =f ‘7 IN WESTWOOD-- WITH 
ee pee \ IN (At af THE UNIVERSITY! _. 


OF 1 HAVE TO MEET WITH 


THE NIGHT LIBRARIAN, 
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‘you 
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was f ae 
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ISNT IT OBVIOUS? 
CHURCH NHERE JUST Ce etTUAL 
YOUR. TALENTS “ae UGH DON 
eo { < 3 
N (i % ‘ REAL Wh rat 
| MUCH TOO 
FOR ME. 1 CONT 
RSHIP... WANT 
TO BE WORSHIPPEDL , 


UAW 
WY 


THINGS WERE GOING PRETTY 
Well, UNTIL YOU APPEARED 
2D BEAT UP ONE OF MY. 
FROCK / : 
. a - = SS he iy, ( ) 
Zz \ 


GET AWAY FROM ME, YOU 
COWS/ THIS ONE LIKEG IT 
ROUGH... AND 6O Do 1/ 


(MY Magee... Y 
CALWAYS DRAINS ) 


y WA en my 
WAN” 
Mm .N\) @ 


, 7 
VTL / REALLY, =~ 
B, DP oauctren evox. | 


ACE JUST LITTLE 
GIRLS INSIDE / 


/ Lime 
Gf] GIRLS WHO WANT 
DISCIPLINE FROM 
THEIR 


You WILL 
SERVE MY WILL 
AND HELP ME BUILD 

MY REAL : 


W Yj? WtZES 


YOu Must 
SEEK OUT THIS ONE’ \ 
THE ONLY ULTRA 
TO OPPOSE ME’ 


ps 
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gl I'M GOING TO FEEL BULLETS RIP 
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CoN / ‘f : 
2 at 2. N\) PASSENGER. 


y | T CAN SEE, HEAR AND FEEL 
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WERE BEING HUNTED IN THE ARIZONA } 
DESERT BY THE MILITARY. TM SURE 
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NY Veer 
¥ A 
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EI VES OF PANIC RISING 
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| 17 ALL BECOMING TOO MUCH. 
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4ANK KANALZ 


IY NAME 15 CHI'ARR. I 
come FROM A NDW DCAD 
WORLD, ANID VOU ARE OUR 
LAST HOPP FOR THE SURVIVORS. 


HOW CAN YOU 
SPEAK ENGLISH IF 
YOU COME FROM ANOTHER 
PLANET? WHO ARE 


THE SURVIVORS OF hf WORLD HAVE 
SENT THEMSELVES HERE AS A SUS 
PPENDED COMSC/OUSIIESS. THERE 


ARE HUNDREDS OF ETIERGY CLOUDS 


CONTAINING THEIR COIISC/OUS 
MINDS, ALL RETAINED BY THE 
VESSELS YOU CAME TO. OUR 
PHYSICAL BODIES COULD NEVER 


SURVIVE SUCH RA YAST JOURNEY 


ACROSS THE COSMOS. 


WE WANT TO SURVIVE HERE, 
AND START OVER. WE BRING li!TH 
US KNOWLEDGE WOUR PEOPLE 
CAN USE 70 EVOLVE, CURES FOR 
DISCASES...TECHIOLOGY YOU 
HAVE YET TO CREATE. We 

HAVE MUCH We CAL LEARI 
FROM PACH OTHER. 


AS 1 SAID, 2 Wil NEED 
THE CONTROL OF YOUR BODY. 


we HAVE THE ABILITY TO 
CLONe BODIES FOR OURSELVES 
FROM THIS TERRAWT BUT Uf Me 
we CAN DO THAT, we NCED 
70 INHABIT YOURS. YOU Yt 
REMAIN AWARE, BUT I WILL 
BE INCOLITROL. THIS WAY, 
we CAN ACT AS DUR OWT 
AMBASSADORS. 


IAM WHOI SAY T AM. 
I SPPAK P/IGLISH BECAUSP 
I AM ABSORBING KNIQULEPOP 
FROM YOUR IMM71D, WHICH 1S 
WHERE WE ARP (70 THIS 
(5 WHERE YOUR COl- 
SCIOQUSIIESS WILL 
SURVIVE. 


SAYING YOU'LL 


BUT I'LL 
STILL BE ABLE 


(T'S NOT OUR Wry 
TO SHARE A IND By 
YOU AID YOUR FRIENDS WILL BE THe 
f ONES YOUR WORLD UNLL SEE BRINGING 
N FORTH THESE CURES ANID THE TECH- 
S) [OLOGY MY PPOPLE HAVE TO OFFER. 


WW) aur 17 must a GouR” 
BP CHOICE WILL YOU HELP 
Se Gave my 


— ed y a = 
i THEN I AAS CONSCIOUS AGAIN. I COULD FEEL EVERYTHING. 
| 1 COULD FEEL THE GRAINS OF DIRT ANO ROCK DIGOING 
| INTO MY PALMS, BLT MY MOVEMENTS WERE NO LONGER 
~ My OWN. I COULD STILL HEAR SPUD SCREAMING AS 


\\|_ SHE RAN OVER TO HELP ME 


\\ ule - 
Zu N) 7 i 
T WANTED TO TELL MER EVERYTHING WAS 
ALL RIGHT, THAT WE WERE OKAY... BUT 4 
MY MOUTH WOULDONT RESPOND. a 
Ya | 


TALK TO ME, 
BUDDY! 


WORDS STARTED FORMING, 
I BUT THEY WEREN'T MINE. 


\ 


Lie VEO B 
LD RAIN WA, 


I'M RE 


S Gawd, THAT 
~ WAS GROSS/ 1 
DIDN’T KNOW 
IT WAS GONNA 
BE STUFF 
LIKE THAT/ 


- quier. THE 
VESSEL NEEDS 
REST, DU. 


YOU DOING, 
MATT? STOP... 


Sd TASK CHARR THIS AND HE EXPLAINS THAT 
| TAS /S THE SR % ANO TREATS ME LIKE 


ye a | be 
ITS A STRANGE THING TOBE If 
CONQESCENDED To Your Vi i 


OWN VOICE RG 

vag In. Cray 
aps / OOES EXPLAIN THE SYMBOL ONWMY 
Ee | FOREHEAD THAT HE'S DRAWING WITH 

THE TRIANGLE SYMBOLIZING THE NG F 

WHOLE BEING... AWHUE. ie te 


OKAY BUDDY, 
BACK OFF THERE. 


iC ASU B “yy 
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erp AbaOTAT. hare 
O MARTIN S FACE. 


|. THAT CHVARR NO CLAIRE LEAD 
INSIDE (MARTINS | 


éS 
¥ COLOLY INTO 


__ill 


CONSLIMED WITH 
HING ANGER I DON'T 


SSE 


Vif 


1! EEE TS 

| IM PULLED INTO THE PRE: 
7 ZA AND IFEEL CHIARR'S BAN 

0) SNAP AWAKE... ke 
s 3 Le | q fe) 


the conclusion to 
our Warstrike and 
Ripfire tales. Prime 
guest-stars with 


think we're ona 


roll! 
This issue has Part 


Elven. As you know, 
warstrike debuts in 
‘may in his own 
"series, by Dan 
"Danko, Hoang 
“Nguyen, and Bob 
“Downs. If you don’t 
already Know, the {| § Hardcase and Freex 
‘issue sportsaflip § j artists Scott 
“cover—one side by | 


featuring the Freex 
and Hardcase, 
illustrated by 


Benefiel, Ben 


‘Walter Simonson — § { Herrera, and Mike 
‘andthe other by — | Christian. 
“Nguyen and Terry 


Austin. And Nguyen § 
and Downs. Okay, | 
the secret’s out... 
there are two 
versions of the 
warstrike #1 flip 
cover out there. All 
three pieces of art 
used were terrific, 
50 we decided to 
‘un them all. (And 
-amember you 
seard it here first!) 

While|waitfor | 
che mail to floodin | 
from Rune#3/ fs 
Premiere #1, I'll let 
you in on what's 
coming upinfuture _ 
issues of Premiere! © » written by Prime 
#3, flipped with » § co-writer Len 
Prime #12, features | | Strazewski, and 


TET IUL SA 


Premiere #4 flips 
with The Strangers — 
#13 and concludes 

- the Elven story. We 


of a Prime story, 


Elven and gives new 
meaning to a Sibling 
Squabble! As an 
added bonus, we : 
will have a double- 
page art piece 

| 

: 


illustrated by the 

ultra-talented Frank 
Gomez and Troy 
Hubbs. Kurt Busiek, 
recently of Marvels 
fame, pens a solo 
story for Lady Killer, 
and The Strangers 
#13 concludes the 
Mantra/Strangers 
crossover that 
started in Mantra 
#12. Whew! And if 
that wasn't enough, 

§ British talents Bryan 

) Hitch and Andrew 

» Lanning provide a 

\ fantastic Hardcase 


» and Choice art 


) spread. 
/ Like | said, | think 
' we're on a roll! Be 


» | sure to write in and 
» | let us know what 

1 : features you like 

/ | and what you'd like 

| | to see happen 

. | within these pages! 

» » See you next time! 


Hank Kanalz 

Line Editor 

c/o Malibu Comics 
26707 W. Agoura Rd. 
Calabasas, CA 91302 
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